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than housekeepers, though instances have occurred
*where the wife of a 'Muffcee3 or a '/sTAateeb' has
rivalled her husband in acquirements and, prett^y cer-
tainly, excelled him in what is called ' fanaticism/

In conclusion, we cannot refrain from remarking that
the Islamitic identification of religion and law is an
essential defect in the system, and a serious hindrance
to the development of good government and social
progress in these countries. True, no creed was ever
less multiple in its articles, less exacting in its practice,
and less superstitious in its adjuncts, than the Maho-
metan. Still it is a creed, and as such tends in
common with all religious systems yet devised to
narrow the mind, cramp the faculties, and, above all,
to run precisely counter to the adaptability essential
in a- law code made for men and their ever-changing
circumstances. On the other hand, there can be no doubt
that this blending of the two faculties into one gives
to each additional strength, and so far confirms the
edifice which it narrows.

We have thus passed in rapid but comprehensive
review before us the five principal categories which
form the bulk of the Levant-Mahometan world; but
some classes, not numerous indeed, yet not wholly
unimportant, and included within the national, though
not within established social limits, remain for con-
sideration.

Among these are the pastoral tribes, occupying a
geographical space nearly half the surface of Asiatic
Turkey, but in numerical strength scarce one-twelfth
of the agricultural inhabitants. They belong to three
stocks, Koorde, Turkoman, and Arab. All three are
Mahometan; but the quality of their Mahometanism
is. as various as their descent.